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from them ? It is always assumed in such
arguments that any kind of " unusualness "
will do. Madness and genius are allied ; and
so, argue the school of Rougon-Macquart, are
artistic power, boldness in swindling, 'excess in
vice. Which of us, if he goes back a few
generations on both sides, cannot find an
ancestor sufficiently eccentric or sufficiently
degenerate to serve quite adequately as an
ancestor for Shakespeare himself ?
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